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Nicholas Gurrutti was born to a middle-aged 
childless couple, at Sant’ Angelo near Ancona 
in the Marche region of Italy. 
According to legend, his parents had made a 
pilgrimage to the shrine of St. Nicolas of Bari to 
ask for a son, promising to dedicate him to God’s 
service. So he was considered the fruit of prayers 
and was baptized Nicholas. He soon showed signs 
of saintliness, hiding away in a nearby cave and 
praying there like the hermits he had observed 
in the mountains.
At an early age Nicholas was moved by the 
preaching of the Augustinian, Fr. Reginaldo 
do Monterubbiano, Prior of the monastery of 
Sant’ Angelo, on a text despising the pleasures 
of the world. 
Nicholas requested admission to this community. 
His parents gave joyful consent. 
His religious formation was influenced by the 
spirituality of the hermits of Brettino, who were 
known for their strict mortification of the body 
and their practical poverty.
Nicholas excelled in his studies. He was held to be 
a model of generous striving after perfection and 
was sent to different Augustinian monasteries. 

On account of his kind and gentle manner his superiors  
entrusted him with the daily feeding of the poor at the 
monastery gates. But sometimes he was so free with the 
Friar’s provisions that the Procurator begged the  
Superior to check his generosity. Nicholas made his  
profession before he was nineteen and was ordained priest 
in about 1271. He said his first Mass with exceptional  
fervour and from then when he celebrated the Mystery he 
seemed aglow with the fire of His love. After his ordination 
he preached with wonderful success and gained a  
reputation as a preacher and confessor.  One day while 
praying in Church he seemed to hear a voice saying, ‘To  
Tolentino! To Tolentino! Stay there!’
In about 1274 Nicholas was assigned to the town of  
Tolentino, near his birthplace. He was to spend the  
remaining thirty years of his life there. This town suffered 
from civil strife between the Guelphs, who supported the 
Pope, and the Ghibellines, who supported the Emperor, in 
their struggle for control of Italy.  
Nicholas saw only one remedy to the violence: 
Street preaching! The success of this apostolic work was  
astounding. ‘He spoke of the things of Heaven,’ says his  
biographer.


