
 

  

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Augustinian Justice & Peace 

P.O.Box 7278 
Warringah Mall 

NS.W.  2100 

Phone: 02 99380201 
paul.wilson@augustinians. 

org..au 

ORDER OF ST. 

AUGUSTINE 

We’re on the Web 

osa.org.au 

Do You See Yourself In This Picture? 

 

This Mission School in Thailand needs Volunteers  
and  

Financial Support 

BECOME  
AN  

AUGUSTINIAN VOLUNTEER 
 
We are accepting registra-

tions for 2016 or sooner. 

 
Email: 

paul.wilson@augustinians.org.au 

 

. 

Name………………………………………………… 

 

Address………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Mobile………………………………………………………...Phone…………………………………… 

 

Email……………………………………………………………… 

Fair Go Australia Foundation: 

raising funds for    

Augustinian Volunteers Australia 

Now here’s a challenge! This is a photo of Fr Dave Austin, Prior Provincial of the Au-

gustinians in Australia, at a school in Thailand catering for students from the refugee 

camps. Refugees are personae-non-gratae in Thailand; they don’t have legal status. The 

Augustinians are looking to support Australian Augustinian Fr John Murray’s ministry 

with this school. It is the Refugee Community Education Centre in Samrong. You may 

wish to contribute financially by contacting our office or you may even be interested in 

taking Dave’s place at the front of the class for a period of mission work in Thailand as 

an Augustinian Volunteer. Neither option here will cost you much. (Details this page.) 

Augustinian Volunteers are young (and not so young) adults who commit to work at the margins of society  

Send to paul.wilson@augustinians.org.au or to Paul Wilson, The Augustinians, Box 7278, Warringah. 2100 

Become An Augustinian Volunteer (in Australia or Overseas) 
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Four new Augustinian Volun-

teers and two of the newly 

established ‘Fair Go Mentors’  

have commenced service in 

Sydney in the past weeks, hav-

ing completed the official Just-

tice & Peace formation pro-

gram at Brookvale headquar-

ters and at Broken Bay Insti-

tute.  

The formation program lasted 

the first three weeks of Febru-

ary and covered two Univer-

sity Master’s units in theology 

and spirituality. But the course 

was also very grounded in the 

day to day experience of pov-

erty and marginalisation in 

places like Redfern and Mt 

Druitt in Sydney. Our six vol-

unteers coped well with the 

dislocation of entering into the 

less structured worlds of   

Commission housing in Red-

fern and western Sydney. 

2015 Augustinian Volunteers Assisted by Fair Go ‘Mentors’ 

The Fair Go Brisbane Outreach. 

Fair Go Australia Foundation 

personnel have spent the 

summer developing a new 

initiative in the Qld capital  

aimed at enhancing an 

emerging partnership in Bris-

bane between Fair Go and 

Boys Town, particularly at in-

school level.   

Fair Go Identity and con-
tributor, Mr John Godwin 

has fostered this relationship 

over recent years. It has now 

come to fruition as Villanova 

past students prepare to spend 

some regular school hours 

assisting Boys Town students 

with role modeling, goal set-

ting, gender issues, time man-

agement and resilience in life.  

Fair Go has decided that a new 

role of ‘Fair Go Mentor’ will be 

added to the outreach of the 
Augustinian Volunteers Austra-

lia (the group Fair Go sup-

ports) of whom there are now 

17 In active ser-

vice around 

Australia. As this 

edition of  the J 

& P Bulletin 

makes clear, the 

new energies 

around AVA are 

emanating from 

Sydney to the 
northern State 

and to Victoria 
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Augustinian Volunteers Australia Extend Their Reach  

  

2015 Augustinian Volunteers   
From left rear: Liam, Christabel, 

Luke, Alyssa  and 
Fair Go Mentors: Georgia and Dan 

(absent for this photo). 

There has been, with this 

group, a sense of refounding 

the mission of Augustinian 

Volunteers . AVA ( Augustin-

ian Volunteers Australia) com-

menced in 2008 and had 

grown over the past six years 

to be an Australia-wide ser-

vice with our first overseas 

volunteer commencing last 

year in Thailand. In 2015 we 

have contracted to having 

new volunteers in Sydney in 

order to commence the sec-

ond of our ministries with 

Aboriginal people in Emerton, 

Western Sydney. 

 

So now the Augustinian Volunteers 

can lay claim to two ministries work-

ing as a not-for-profit organisation 

under the public banner of ‘Fair Go 

Australia’. Accompanying this devel-

opment, significant as it is, is the in-

troduction of the less strenuous ser-

vice position of ‘Fair Go Mentor.’ 

This latter form of volunteering re-

quires fewer hours and therefore less 

preparation than the 6 yr-old AVA 

position.  
In the photo below all four Volun-

teers are to the rear and left of the 

photo. Georgia and Dan are the two 

mentors. AVA is proud of the new 

arrangements that extend our reach. 

Fair Go Contributor in Brisbane, Mr John 

Godwin, at the Fair Go touch carnival at Villanova 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AVA and  the Recovery of Aboriginal Languages  

Some of the local Aboriginal peo-

ple in Redfern are descendents of 

families attracted to the district 

from elsewhere by employment 

in the Eveleigh railway yards. 

Many though are connected to 

local Indigenous clans from be-

fore the period of non-indigenous 

settlement in Australia. However, 

currently, there is a need for a 

more secure sense of identity and 

culture in indigenous juvenile 

justice young people in Redfern.  

This will be addressed by AVA 

through the recovery and teach-

ing of local indigenous language 

and literacy/numeracy.  The out-

come will be to reconnect stu-

dents into school and/or to bet-

ter employment opportunities. 

called ‘Biyal Biyal’ or bayal bayal- 

the language of the Wangal people.   

through research with elders and 

with the assistance of a linguist 

(Jeremy Steele)and a local histo-

rian, (Keith Smith) 

This is the basis for a three-

pronged educational approach to 

juvenile justice issues ie languge, 

literacy/numeracy and cultural 

tourism employment. Efforts here 

to rehabilitate these young people 
will address health and safety, pre-
schooling for long term school 
refusers, school support of stu-
dents and families through to Yr 

12 and future employment. All of 

these  are undertaken from the 

starting point of the recovery and 

teaching of culture and language. 
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Identity is not clear for many of 

these young people because so 

little remains of cultural heri-

tage. It has been proposed that 

questions of identity affect 

health, family stability and per-

formance in daily life and can 

protect for emotional and social 

well-being in urban indigenous 

communities.  

  Augustinian Volunteers often 

meet young people in Redfern 

who are unclear about their 

cultural backgrounds 

and are also involved in juvenile 

legal matters. 

Together with Tribal Warrior 

and CSWP, Redfern, our organi-

sation has commenced a pro-

gram of recovery and teaching 
of local language, tentatively  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* 

Roy from Tribal Warrior addresses tourist group on the stories and culture of local people. Cultural 

tourism is an end-point employment for young people studying their own language and culture. 

Recovery and Teaching Of Wangal Language 

As indicated above, the lan-

guage being recovered and 

studied by the Tribal Warrior 

young people is the language 

of the Wangal people. There is 

dispute about the names and 

numbers of clans and nations 

around Sydney at the time of  

colonisation. But various his-

torical references from the 

time of the first fleet identify 

the people between Darling 

Harbour and Parramatta on 

the south side of the river as 

the Wangal or people of the  

area of Wan. Our two academ-

ics have assisted Tribal Warrior 

and Augustinian Volunteers to 

visit the records from first fleet-

snippets of Wangal language as 

they heard it expressed. These 

two lecturers, Mr Keith Smith 

PhD and Mr Jeremy Steele MA 

have made a life’s work of re-

covering stories of the era of 

colonisation and the local clash 

of cultures in  Sydney. 

In particular Jeremy has recovered up 

to 20,000 words of this language which 

young people have begun to learn. The 

photo below, distorted to hide chil-

drens’ faces, shows local students 

learning this language with AVA volun-

teers. 

Emerton Aboriginal Ministry Opened by Augustinian 

Volunteers 

Fair Go Aust. Foundation Chair Praises St A’s Initiative 
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Sat 14th March 2015 was the occasion 

of the inaugural Fair Go Rugby competi-

tion including participants from major 

Sydney schools and Colleges, especially 

those with Aboriginal students. The 

comp was based on a successful Fair Go 

Touch competition sponsored in Bris-

bane each year by Villanova College.  
In the case of the new Sydney comp the 

event was the brainchild of St 

Augustine’s Head of School, Mr Matt 

Hutchison.  Matt has been a key mem-

ber of the Fair Go Fundraising commit-

tee over the the past twelve months.  

 

Fair Go 7s Rugby Competition Sponsored by St Augustine’s  

The new team of Augustinian Volunteers 2015 has 

focused its efforts in service on a new ministry 

emerging in the suburb of Emerton , proximate to 

the Mt Druitt area of Western Sydney.  This has 

been the perfect year to initiate this new ministry 

as we have had a large group from western Syd-

ney as the basis of our Volunteer intake 2015. 

 

Welcome to everyone and con-

gratulations on seeing the day 

through to the end with us. 

As Australians we believe in the 

spirit of everyone having a Fair 

Go..Today we’ve seen bucket 

loads of this    

              - Teams treating each 

other with respect and fairness. 

 
Fair Go Australia is about provid-

ing fair access to opportunities so 

that young people have a chance 

to learn, to get a job and to enjoy 

life…..in short to Sueceed!  We 

deliver our programs through 

Volunteers – young adults in 

Univrsity or TAFE volunteer their 

time to work with young people 

to provide support and mentoring  

so that they can develop their 

own talents, gain self-esteem and 

develop a sense of identity.  
 
Fair Go has supported the pro-

grams of Augustinian Volunteers 

in Redfern and now also in Emer-
ton.Today has been one of those 

opportunities for all of us to  
 experience  “A Fair Go” in op-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
An ingenious method of cal-

culating winners and losers 

used by St Augustine’s al-

lowed winners of the first 

game to play off in division 1, 

2nd place in division 2 and so 
on. The winners of each semi-

final proceeded to the grand 

final and there was an award 

for each division. The inaugu-

ral 4th division trophy was 

won by the Redfern Tribal 

Warrior Team as is obvious 

in the photo here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
He initially planned the event 

for late last year but decided to 

change to the commencement 

of this year to fit with the sport-

ing commitments of participat-

ing Colleges. 

 
On the day the representatives 

included students from St Greg-

ory’s at Campbelltown,  Red-

lands, Oakhill College, St Au-

gustne’s, Newington, Knox 

Grammar and of course the 

boys from Tribal Warrior at 

Redfern. 

 

operation. 

 
It’s been an opportunity for a 

wide range of young men who 

hadn’t known each other to 

come together to have an en-

joyable sense of fair  competi-

tion and to walk away from 

today having shared a positive 

experience and hopefully realiz-

ing that we are all very much 

the same– with similar aspira-

tions and with individual tal-

ents. 

Some 2 years preparation led to the commencement 

of this journey with the Aboriginal people of Emerton. 

We have been greatly assisted in our desire to assist 

by the efforts of Shane Phillips at Tribal Warrior and 

those of the former Indigenous Juvenile Justice admin-

istrator in Western Sydney, Anna Newman 

Fair Go Chairman, Mr Tony 

Hudson, addresses the crowd 

at the conclusion of the St 

Augustine’s 2015 Rugby 7’s 

competition. 

Mr Tony Hudson, chair of Fair Go Foundation, Redfern competitors, Mr Matt Huchison, St Augustine’s 

2015 Volunteers and Augustinians: Dang, Futoshi, Fr Dave, Patrice, Luke, Sean, Elizabeth, Fr Peter (front 

left) Patrick, Alyssa, Georgia, Soo Mi, Lisa, Sarah and Paul 

operation. 

 
It’s been an opportunity for a 

wide range of young men who 

hadn’t known each other to 

come together to have an en-

joyable sense of fair  competi-

tion and to walk away from 

today having shared a positive 

experience and hopefully realiz-

ing that we are all very much 

the same– with similar aspira-

tions and with individual tal-

ents. 

http://tribalwarrior.org/

