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This year a cohort of ten 
young people gathered in Syd-
ney for the three week course 
run by the Australian Province 
of the Augustinians to prepare 
them for Volunteer work in 
various Social Justice Agencies 

around Australia and abroad. 

Half the Course was practical 
issues in the methodology used 
by the Catholic Church in 
speaking out on behalf of the 
poor and downtrodden of the 
world. Many documents were 

studied and the principles 

An Augustinian Spirituality by Fr Paul Maloney 

Ryan prepares for lay volunteer role in Thailand 

Ryan Decaria came to us 
from Brisbane where he 
teaches in Special Education.  
He is a past student of Villa-
nova College and has main-
tained an interest in lay mis-
sion work since his immer-
sion with the College in The 
Philippines in 2004 under 

their AFAS program.  

After school, Ryan partici-
pated in the Augustinian Vol-
unteer program in 2009 doing 

his Formation here in Sydney 
and returning to Brisbane to  
volunteer with ARMS for over 

12 months across 2009/10.  

Ryan maintained an interest in 
overseas mission and has re-
turned to Augustinian Volun-
teers this year to be sent un-
der our auspices to Thailand 
and to work in a Marist setting 

in Ranong, south west Thailand  
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Augustinian Justice & Peace  
    Bulletin 
Theme: “Solidarity ...must restore to the poor what be-
longs to them” (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium)  

 

 Augustinian Volunteer Formation 
2014 

 
Rear from left: Fr Paul Maloney, 
Patrice Moriarty, Mary-Anne Asplet, 

Gen U, Patrick Ignacio, Paul Wilson  
 
Front Row: Ryan Decaria, Hayley 
Chapman, Elizabeth Wicks, Lisa 

McLoughlin 
 
Missing; Sean Loughland, Alice Power, 

Gabby Menolotto 

found there were put into 
perspective by an ‘immersion 
experience’ spent in the 
Redfern area and Western 

suburbs of Sydney.  
 
The second half of the 
Course provided an in-depth 
study of the Spirituality of 
Augustine contained in his 
writings and in his lived ex-
perience as Bishop of a busy 
coastal Diocese in Africa. St. 
Augustine’s faith journey with 
others was the grounding 
point for his linking spiritual-

of acting justly.  For him, Spirituality 
without Justice was like a soul with-
out a body, and Justice without Spiri-

tuality was like a body without a soul.  
 
Our students were told our spiritual-
ity is what our faith and values looks 
like in the concrete. “We are what 

we repeatedly do”. 
 
In answer to the question “What is 
the Spirituality underlying Justice?” 
Augustine answered from his own 
experience. After a long search, well 
into his thirties, he finally realised 
that the first place where God is to 

be found was in his own heart.  

Ryan: Augustinian Volunteers wish Ryan 

Decaria well in Thailand 



ation which will become the pub-

lic face of AVA. Under the ban-

ner ‘Fair Go Australia’ our new 

Foundation has already had some 

history with the Augustinian Or-

der in Australia. It has been in 

operation a number of years and 

has already contributed signifi-

cantly to AVA’s work in Redfern. 

We welcome to our broader 

Volunteer family all the support-

ers and interested parties associ-

ated with Fair Go.  

We are at present negotiating to 

have the new Fair Go Australia 

website and financial manage- 

 

Our Redfern Project takes a New Direction 

           

 One Foundation Becomes Two in One! 

Chief amongst the agencies and 
ministries in which our 2014 
Volunteers are engaged is the 
Augustinian Volunteers’ Ministry 
founded in 2012 at the National 
Centre for Indigenous Excel-
lence in George St, Redfern, 
Sydney. This ministry is  strictly 
an Augustinian Volunteer minis-
try supported financially by our 
own Foundation (see below) 
and attached via a partnership 
with the local Indigenous youth 
outreach known as ‘Tribal War-

rior’  

Over the past two years, our 
Augustinian Volunteers have 
come to know the young peo-
ple at Tribal Warrior in Redfern 

under a police sponsored  

Juvenile justice program entitled, 
“Clean slate without prejudice”. These 
young people arrive for their boxing 
exercise (boxercise) three mornings 
per week at 6am. If they are consistent 
in turning up for this workout and take 
part in a program under a Tribal War-
rior mentor, the police will ensure 
reductions or alterations in their 
Court orders, usually in work pro-

grams or custody restrictions. 

One set of students has now been 
through our Literacy/numeracy and 
Language program over the past eight-
een months. We have celebrated that 
graduation with the Harbour Cultural 
Walkabout in August 2013. Six of our 
young people led a group of 70  tour-
ists around the Harbour to inform 

them of the cultural significance of  

ment site on the web as quickly as 
possible. Should you have any exper-
tise in this regard, you are very wel-
come to join AVA and Fair Go Austra-

lia to help design our page.  

Time now for our supporters to regis-
ter with Fair Go Australia as it comes 
on-line! We would like to see our past 
Volunteers, Augustinian parishioners 
and other interested parties contribut-
ing with small cash payments on a 
regular basis. This will give our Founda-
tions the capacity to reach out to 
those in need in our ministries and to 
support the work of the Augustinian 

Volunteers in all its aspects. See P.4 

Last year at this time in the 
Parish Justice and Peace Bul-
letin, we explained that con-
tributions to the Augustinian 
Volunteers and their work 
could be tax deductible 
based on our newly acquired 
tax-free status. At the time 
we were talking about our 
primary Foundation, the 
Augustinian Volunteer Aus-

tralia Foundation.  

But following negotiations 
with a major donor to AVA 
over the recent Christmas/
New Year period, we have 

been supplied a new Found- 

these areas to aboriginal people. 

Augustinian Volunteers are now 
preparing for a new group of 
Aboriginal students who are just 
as much in need of literacy/
numeracy support but also of 

preparation for work.  

We have entitled the new 2014 
project ‘The Redfern Railways 
Education Program’ - “Ready 
and Deadly”. Not all are familiar 
with the enormous contribution 
of Aboriginal people to the pro-
gress of railway construction in 
Sydney based in the area now 
known as Redfern.  It was of 
course from these beginnings 
that the famous ‘Block’ began. 
Our young people will enjoy this 

history to ready them for work 

Augustinian Spirituality for Justice (continued from Page 1) 

 “I looked for you everywhere, and 
you were within me all the time”. 
Once he realised that God was 
deeply at the centre of who he 
was, he had to admit that God was 
also at the centre of everyone else 
he ever met, and was to be rever-
enced there.  In his Rule he writes 
“You are all to live together there-
fore with one mind and one heart, 
and honour God in each other 

whose temples you have become”.  
It is this honouring of God in one 
another that becomes the basis for 
acting justly in the world since 
everyone has an equal dignity and is 
to be respected and treated as 

such. 
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Volunteers in class at Broken Bay Institute during the recent For-
mation Program. No doubt this photo was taken during the Course 

on Catholic Social Teaching judging by the engaged faces.   

Paul Wilson AVA Coordinator con-
ducts Catholic Social Teaching Class 
during 2014 Volunteer Formation 

Course  



 

Augustinian Volunteers Welcome Province Appointments 
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Fr Paul congratulates Elizabeth Wicks 
on her graduation as an Augustinian 
Volunteer 2014 at end of the Febru-

ary Formation Course 

2014 VOLUNTEERS AT WORK: Augustinian Volunteers occupy nine of the positions at the rear 
of this photo. The front row is taken up with Tribal Warrior personnel and young people from the 
boxercise program as well as the Area Commander, Redfern Police to the right of the front row. 
The photo was taken on a significant day for us as there are only two of the 2014 Volunteers miss-
ing from the photo. Volunteers numbering back row from left: MaryAnne at 2, Lisa at 3, Gabby at 

5, Patrick 6, Sean 7, Ryan 8, Kate 10, Hayley 11, Elizabeth at 12.  (Missing: Alice & Patice)  

Farewell Fr Tony 
Fr Tony Banks, Provincial emeritus of the Austra-
lian Province of Augustinians has been appointed 

Assistant General in Rome. Tony was Provincial in  

Welcome Fr Dave 
Fr Dave Austin has been appointed by the Augustinian 
Superior General in Rome as the new Provincial of 

the Australian Province of Augustinians, following  

Evangelii Gaudium: a blueprint for Augustinian Volunteers 
(quotations from the new Apostolic Exhoratation by Pope Francis)  

the period of the 
development and 
inauguration of the 
Augustinian Volun-
teers. We con-
gratulate Tony on 
his appointment to 
Rome and thank 
him for the many 
years of his sup-
port of and en-
couragement to 

AVA. 

recent voting 
by the mem-
bers of the 
Province. 
Many of our 
Volunteers 
live and work 
in Fr Dave’s 
present par-
ish at St 
Clair. We 
welcome you, 

Dave.  

“The joy of the Gospel fills the 
hearts and lives of all those who 
encounter Jesus. Those who ac-
cept his offer of salvation are set 
free from sin, sorrow, inner empti-
ness and loneliness. With Christ 

joy is constantly born anew.” EG 1 
 
“Whenever our interior life be-
comes caught up in its own inter-
ests and concerns, there is no 
longer room for others, no place 

for the poor.” EG 2 
 

“We see then that the task of 
evangelisation operates within 
the limits of language and of 
circumstances. ...It never closes 
off, never retreats into its own 
security, never opts for rigidity 
and defensiveness. It realises it 
has to grow in its own under-
standing of the Gospel and in 
discerning the paths of the 
Spirit, and so it always does 
what it can, even if in the proc-
ess, its shoes get soiled by the 

mud of the streets.” EG 45 

“For the Church, the option for 
the poor is primarily a theological 
category rather than cultural, 
sociological, political or philoso-
phical one. God shows the poor 

‘his first mercy’.  
This divine preference has conse-
quences for the faith life of all 
Christians, since we are called to 
have ’this mind...which was in 
Jesus Christ. Inspired by this the 
Church has made an option for 
the poor…This is why I want a 
Church that is poor and for the 

poor.” EG197 
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Augustinian Justice & Peace 
P.O.Box 7278 
Warringah Mall 
NS.W.  2100 

Phone: 02 99380201 
paul.wilson@augustinians. 

org..au 
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We’re on the Web 

augustinians.org.au 

Mastercard ,   VISA or   AMERICAN EXPRESS 

Name on Card: _____________________________ 

Card No. __________________________  

Exp. On ___/_____ 

Signature____________    Date _________ 

 

For card donation, please include this box and the first so you 

can be receipted.  

Mr/Mrs/Ms_______ First Name___________ 

Surname: ______________________________ 

Address:______________________________ 

I wish to contribute to AVA regularly:   Yes No   

 

DONATE TO 
AUGUSTINIAN VOLUNTEERS 

AUSTRALIA 
TODAY 

The Augustinian Volunteers 
wish to thank you for your gen-
erous support of our ministries 

with the disadvantaged. 
 
At present we work with mi-
grants in Brisbane and Mel-
bourne and in Sydney with Abo-
riginal young people and refu-

gees. 
 
All contributions are tax-
deductable and will be receipted 
from head office on receipt of 

your donation and this page.  
 
If you wish to make a regular 
donation following what you 
have read in this newsletter, 
please just complete the first 

box here and return as shown. 
 
Returning Address: 
Augustinian Volunteer/Fair 

Go, Australia Foundation, 
PO Box 679, 

BECOME  

AN  

AUGUSTINIAN VOLUNTEER 

 
We are accepting registra-

tions for 2015 
 
Email: 
paul.wilson@augustinians.org.au 

 

LOOK FOR OUR NEW PUBLIC FACE 
AND SUPPORT AUGUSTINIAN VOLUNTEERS  

THROUGH  

“FAIR GO AUSTRALIA Foundation” 
(See Page 2 inside) 
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